Preparing nurses for a 21st century role in genomics-based health care.
Advances in genomic research are changing the nature and focus of health care. All health professionals must be prepared with new knowledge and skill competencies to meet the social and scientific demands of clinical practice. Nurses can expect to take on new practice roles that involve family history assessments, screening, and case coordination for clients receiving genetic testing and gene-based therapies. The authors report on successful initiatives since 1995 resulting from efforts of national organizations to advance the diffusion of genetic knowledge and genomics in nursing education and practice. Recommendations to strengthen these developments, along with strategies for nursing leadership in carving a new role, that of Genomics Nurse Case Coordinator, are presented.